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When Mark Doty decides to adopt a dog as a companion for his dying partner, he brings home

Beau, a large, malnourished golden retriever in need of loving care. Joining Arden, the black

retriever, to complete their family, Beau bounds back into life. Before long, the two dogs become

Doty's intimate companions, and eventually the very life force that keeps him from abandoning all

hope during the darkest days. Dog Years is a poignant, intimate memoir interwoven with profound

reflections on our feelings for animals and the lessons they teach us about living, love, and loss.
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Mark Doty in DOG YEARS has written a sometimes sad and always deeply moving beautiful

memoir about loss, grief and the comfort that animals, in this instance Beau, a golden retriever, and

Arden, a black retriever, bring to the sick and dying and those who remain. Mr. Doty is nothing if not

opinionated: sentimentality is a mask for anger; "compassion for animals is an excellent predictor of

one's ability to care for one's fellow human beings;" "no death equals another;" "the wounds of loss,

the nicks and cuts made by our own sense of powerlessness, must form a sort of carapace, an

armor." The kindgom of heaven may be "the realm of paradox, "attachment and detachment,"

memory and forgetfulness, "everything and nothing." Whether you agree with Mr. Doty's

conclusions hardly matters although he is convincing and persuasive. What is just as important is

that the reader is swept along by the writer's precise and beautiful language. (We should expect no

less from a first rate poet.) So on September 11 the hole in the north twin tower reminds him of "an



unfamiliar continent in a school geography book. A version of Australia." New York is a "pierced

city." An old woman who runs a kennel in Key West has a voice "shredded by decades of

Chesterfields." An old house in Provincetown has "straggly irises" in the yard. Furthermore, Mr. Doty

strews gems from the greatest of American poets, Emily Dickinson, throughout his narrative. Just as

his canine friends overlook nothing on their daily scavenger hunts, Mr. Doty's reader must use the

same care for he skims this book at his peril.Whether you are a dog lover or not, DOG YEARS is

not to be missed.
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